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Hello, 


Prime Minister Justin Trudeau says “there will have to be changes” as a result of the report into the worst 
mass shooting in Canadian history. 


“We will take the time now to properly digest and understand the recommendations and the conclusions and 
the opportunities that the commission has put forward for us to take up,” Mr. Trudeau said Thursday. 


Mr. Trudeau was in Truro, N.S., after the release of the final report of the Mass Casualty Commission into 
the 2020 mass shooting in Nova Scotia that left 22 people dead. 


“There’s no question there need to be changes, and there will be, but we will take the time to get those right,” 
said the Prime Minister. 


Mr. Trudeau said the families of victims will be involved in that work. 


The commission, funded by both the federal and Nova Scotia governments, has been looking into the April, 
2020 shooting by a man dressed as a Mountie and driving a fake RMCP patrol car, who murdered his 
neighbours in rural Portapique, N.S., then went on the road, evading police for 13 hours before he was 
gunned down in an encounter with officers. 


Greg Mercer reports here that the public inquiry into the worst mass shooting in Canadian history has called 
for sweeping reforms within the RCMP to improve accountability, oversight and training, as well as tougher 
gun restrictions and a national standard for public alerts. 


And there are five takeaways here from the final report. 


Please check The Globe and Mail for updates into the release of the report. 


This is the daily Politics Briefing newsletter, written by lan Bailey . It is available exclusively to our digital 
subscribers. If you're reading this on the web, subscribers can sign up for the Politics newsletter and more 
than 20 others on our newsletter signup page. Have any feedback? Let us know what you think . 


TODAY'S HEADLINES 
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VATICAN REPUDIATES DOCTRINE OF DISCOVERY - The Vatican met one of the long-standing demands 
of Indigenous groups in Canada by repudiating the Doctrine of Discovery and the associated Papal decrees 
that had allowed the colonial-era seizure of Indigenous lands. Story here. 


TORIES RAISE CONCERNS ABOUT MINISTER’S SISTER-IN-LAW AS INTERIM ETHICS 
COMMISSIONER - The Conservatives are raising concerns over the appointment of Intergovernmental 
Affairs Minister Dominic LeBlanc’s sister-in-law as the interim federal conflict of interest and ethics 
commissioner. Story here from CTV. 


UNDERREPRESENTED ARTS AND CULTURAL GROUPS GET $40M BOOST FROM BUDGET - Film 
producers say a $40-million funding boost to the Canada Media Fund could help the country tell more stories 
from places and voices that have historically been left out of cultural conversations in Canada. Story here. 


PM OPEN TO HEARING OUT QUEBEC CONCERNS ABOUT NATIONAL DENTAL CARE - Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau said he’s open to conversations with Quebec about allowing the province to opt out of 
national dental care as the Liberal government acknowledged the program’s cost now exceeds earlier 
projections. The province hopes to receive compensation. Story here. 


RCMP NOT INVESTIGATING FOREIGN INTERFERENCE IN VANCOUVER ELECTION - The RCMP is not 
investigating foreign interference in Vancouver's election last year, despite a Canadian intelligence report 
that China’s consul-general sought to shape the outcome of that vote. Story here. 


PRO-KREMLIN TWITTER ACCOUNTS SEEK TO UNDERMINE CANADIAN UKRAINE SUPPORT: STUDY 
- Pro-Kremlin Twitter accounts are “weaponizing” social-media users on the far right and far left of the 
political spectrum in Canada to undermine support for Ukraine, a new study by Canadian and American 
researchers says. Story here. 


“ALMOST WEEKLY,” ALBERTA PREMIER ASKED PROSECUTORS ABOUT COVID-19 CASES - Alberta 
Premier Danielle Smith told a street preacher who is facing charges related to last winter’s border blockade 
and COVID-19 infractions that she asked prosecutors “almost weekly” about such cases, according toa 
recording of a phone call posted online. Story here. 


SUICIDE, ANOREXIA PROMOTION SITES MUST BE ADDRESSED IN ONLINE SAFETY BILL: EXPERTS 
- Websites and online forums promoting suicide and eating disorders should fall within the scope of the 
federal government’s forthcoming online safety bill, argue parents and child-protection experts who say the 
sites target the most vulnerable. Story here. 


NEW GUIDELINES FOR LENDERS HELP TO MORTGAGE BORROWERS - The federal financial 
consumer watchdog has released a set of proposed guidelines for how lenders give cash-strapped mortgage 
borrowers help, including lengthening the time it takes for homeowners to pay down their loan. Story here. 


AUTOMATIC TAX FILING ON THE WAY: CRA - The Canada Revenue Agency will pilot a new automatic 
system next year to help vulnerable Canadians who don’t file their taxes get their benefits. Story here. 


QUEBEC TO BAN CHILDREN UNDER 14 FROM WORKING MOST JOBS - The Quebec government has 
tabled a bill that would prevent children under the age of 14 from working most jobs. Story here. 


THIS AND THAT 


TODAY IN THE COMMONS - Projected Order of Business at the House of Commons, March 30, accessible 
here. 


DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER’S DAY - Chrystia Freeland, also Finance Minister, in Vancouver, held private 
meetings, participated in an armchair discussion hosted by the Greater Vancouver Board of Trade, on the 
federal budget, and then went to Surrey and with Premier David Eby, tour a clean-electricity research and 
development facility and meet with workers. Ms. Freeland and Mr. Eby were also scheduled to take media 
questions, and then hold a meeting. In the afternoon, Ms. Freeland was scheduled to participate in an 
armchair discussion on the budget hosted by the Surrey Board of Trade. In the evening, Ms. Freeland was 
scheduled to attend a Liberal Party of Canada fundraising event in Vancouver. 


MINISTERS ON THE ROAD - Members of the federal Liberal cabinet are out across Canada talking about 
the federal budget tabled this week. Transport Minister Omar Alghabra, in Scarborough, held an event to 
highlight the federal budget. Tourism Minister Randy Boissonnault, also the associate finance minister, was 
in Winnipeg to visit seniors and students at the University of Winnipeg to discuss the federal budget. 
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Environment Minister Steven Guilbeault, in Québec City, held an event to highlight federal budget 
investments. Seniors Minister Kamal Khera, in Welland, Ont., visited Niagara College to talk about the 
federal budget. International Trade Minister Mary Ng, in Saint John, N.B., was scheduled to talk about the 
federal budget in events at a fine-foods store, a clean-technology company, Moltex Energy, which is 
developing a small modular nuclear reactor, and various small businesses. Heritage Minister Pablo 
Rodriguez , in Longueuil, Que., met with Quebecers at Métro Plus Marché Central C.J.C. in Longueuil to 
discuss the federal budget. Filomena Tassi, Minister for the Federal Economic Development Agency for 
Southern Ontario, in Brampton, Ont., visited local businesses to talk about the federal budget. Natural 
Resources Minister Jonathan Wilkinson, in Berlin, continues to attend the Berlin Transition Dialogue 2023 
with a schedule Thursday that includes a Q & A event at the Embassy of Canada with Vice-Chancellor 
Robert Habeck. Northern Affairs Minister Dan Vandal, in Yellowknife, made a federal-budget announcement. 


SPONSORED TRIPS FOR MPS - A list of sponsored trips MPs took in 2022 has been tabled Thursday in 
the House of Commons. These are domestic and international sponsored trips accepted by MPs and their 
guests. In total, members accepted 55 sponsored trips, with a combined declared value of $422,015.79. The 
list, assembled by interim conflict of interest and ethics commissioner, is available here. 


GOVERNOR-GENERAL PRESENTS PERSONS-CASE AWARDS - Governor-General Mary Simon is 
scheduled to present the Governor-General’s Awards in Commemoration of the Persons Case to five 
laureates during a ceremony in the Fairmont Chateau Laurier. The awards recognize Canadians, including 
youth, who have made outstanding contributions to the advancement of gender equality. The Persons case 
involves five women from Alberta who, in 1929, won the judiciary battle to be recognized as persons, 
therefore making them eligible for appointment to the Senate. 


UKRAINE AMBASSADOR SPEECH - Yuliya Kovaliv, Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada, is to attend a 
Canadian Club event in Ottawa where she will reflect on the war’s impact on her people and the future of her 
country’s place within Europe. The event includes a moderated discussion with ambassadors and heads of 
mission representing different parts of the European community. 


PRIME MINISTER'S DAY 


Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, in Truro, N.S., attends the release of the final report of the Mass Casualty 
Commission along with Public Safety Minister Marco Mendicino, and Immigration Minister Sean Fraser, the 
MP for Central Nova. 


LEADERS 


Green Party Leader Elizabeth May is to deliver an evening speech at Carleton University in Ottawa on the 
history of climate action and whether the current climate-change emergency could have been avoided. The 7 
p.m. event can be watched on a Zoom webinar here. 


NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh, in Ottawa, announcing a two-week, postbudget tour to Toronto, Montreal, St. 
John’s, Halifax, Windsor, Hamilton, Saskatoon and Coquitlam, B.C. 


Schedules not released for other party leaders. 
THE DECIBEL 


On Thursday's edition of The Globe and Mail podcast, Report on Business journalist Jeffrey Jones explains 
the workings of Canada’s green taxonomy , a guide to assess how green a project requiring investment 
actually is, and what it means for Canada’s oil and gas industries . The Decibel is here. 


PUBLIC OPINION 


The Conservative Party is on a path to forming government were an election held soon, but a hurdle 
continues to be the party’s lack of resonance in Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver where the Liberals hold a 
significant advantage, according to new research from the Angus Reid Institute. Details here. 


OPINION 


The Globe and Mail Editorial Board on a scary ending to Ottawa’s green subsidy story: “The chapter on 
green subsidies in the federal budget is a bit like a Stephen King novel. It starts out strong, but then goes on, 
and on, and the ending is scary. There are two distinct types of subsidies in the Liberal’s grand 
clean-economy scheme. The first sort — a targeted and appropriate use of public dollars — is aimed at 
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speeding up the expansion, modernization and decarbonization of Canada’s electricity grid. That is a key 
challenge facing Canada, particularly with electricity demand inexorably rising as the economy shifts away 
from burning fossil fuels for power generation and transportation.” 


Campbell Clark (The Globe and Mail) on how Conservative Leader Pierre Poilievre is neither for nor against 
the Liberals’ industrial strategy: “You would think that a politician as hard-hitting as Conservative Leader 
Pierre Poilievre would have something clear to say about the big initiatives that the federal government 
outlined in its budget. But somehow the Leader of the Opposition can’t tell us whether he opposes the 
biggest thing in the Liberal budget. He can’t say whether he is in favour of a massive, government-subsidized 
industrial strategy. We're not talking here about some baroque measure no one saw coming. We are talking 
about the largest feature in the government's new fiscal blueprint.” 


Konrad Yakabuski (The Globe and Mail)on how the budget’s copycat approach puts Canada’s economic 
future in the hands of U.S. policy-makers and lobbyists: “The title of Budget 2023 is A Made-in-Canada Plan, 
which is ironic, since its signature economic initiatives were inspired by K-Street lobbyists in Washington. 
Ottawa has assumed a defensive crouch, mainly out of a fear of missing out. But FOMO is not a compelling 
reason to justify subsidizing electric-vehicle (EV) and battery manufacturing on this scale, no matter how 
much Ms. Freeland likes to say it would be “reckless” not to.” 


Craig Alexander (Contributed to The Globe and Mail) on how, as governments spend with deficit budgets, 
Canada’s debt grows in the trillions: “The Liberal government has presented its latest budget with fiscal 
projections showing continued deficits for the next five years. The government's narrative is that despite an 
increase in the debt-to-GDP ratio this year, the peak of 43.5 per cent and the decline in the ratio in the next 
four years shows that the country can afford the additional borrowing. The government also highlights that 
Canadian federal government debt-to-GDP is lower than in other peer countries. However, Canadians and 
businesses should be concerned about these projections for endless deficits. The accumulation of federal 
government debt matters. It poses economic risks and is a burden on future generations.” 


Phoebe Maltz Bovy (Contributed to The Globe and Mail) on how Toronto transit riders have a right to feel 
safe: “I travel around Toronto by public transit not because I’m an eco-friendly saint, but because it’s what | 
can comfortably afford and what | know. | grew up in Manhattan, without a car, and only got a licence at 29. 
But | also see statistics about car accidents and believe it’s safer to avoid those. | regularly bring my one- 
and four-year-olds on transit-requiring outings around the city. We’re fortunate in all the things this allows us 
to do: the Art Gallery of Ontario, Riverdale Farm, not to mention the inherently more exciting playgrounds in 
other neighbourhoods. This means I’m quickly becoming an expert in discreetly dodging dangerous-seeming 
situations with kids in tow, but as the tragic killing of 16-year-old Gabriel Magalhaes at Keele Station 
reminds, that’s not always enough.” 


Kevin Page (Contributed to The Globe and Mail) on how Budget 2023 has a credible fiscal plan — deficit, 
spending are modest: “In a high-inflation environment with dark clouds on the economic horizon, a credible 
fiscal strategy should demonstrate caution. Acknowledge downside economic risks. Limit new measures. 
Maintain fiscal rules. On balance, the 2023 budget has a credible fiscal strategy.” 


Don Braid (The Calgary Herald) on how Alberta Premier Danielle Smith’s videotaped call to discuss a 
pastor’s COVID charges crossed a line: “What on earth is the Premier of Alberta doing engaging in a long 
conversation with a man facing serious charges, during which the accused pressures her to get his charges 
dropped? We knew the conversation happened earlier this year. Smith has acknowledged as much. But it’s 
one thing to be aware that they spoke, and quite another to hear what they said. It makes for a breathtaking 
11 minutes. Pawlowski even hints at annoyance with the Premier for not getting him off the hook for his 
activities at the Coutts border crossing.” 


Got a news tip that you’d like us to look into? E-mail us at tips@globeandmail.com . Need to share 
documents securely? Reach out via SecureDrop . 


Follow this link to view this story on globeandmail.com: Politics Briefing: PM says ‘there will have to be 
changes’ as a result of the Nova Scotia mass shooting inquiry report The viewing of this article is only 
available to Globe Unlimited subscribers. 
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